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SBCULPTURE IN ‘TREEBSB": “El Bosgue™is a lemporary publie arf installation at Ernst & Young Plaza.
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an’t see the forest

Artist Naomi
Siegmann’s installation
secks awareness of
world deforestation.

By ALEX CHUN
Speciad fo The Times

“El Bosque™ (“The Forest.")
an installation of tree-themed
soulptures made of resin, alumi-
num, bronze, steel — amvthing
but wood — has sprung up this
week ot Emst & Young Flaza
diramberam.

Why no wood? “If the forests
are disappearing, there will be no
wood, and this may be our futune
forest.” says artist Naomi Sieg-
mann, whose brainchild the
project. 1s.

The 15 “trées™ made by artlsts
from Mexico and the US, are
Stegmann's response to the de-
foreatation she viewed firsthnmd
in the earty 18805 while vacation-
ing in Palendue, Mexien

“1 was stunned — the moun-
tains were hare from cutting, and
gl thot was left were the
stumps,” she says. Back In Mexi-
co City, where the Forest Hills,
Y., native has lived sinee 10463,
she called the Mexican forestry

sérvice and was told that al-
though a reforestation prognam
existed, “nobody pald attention
to it~

Ower time, the ides for an-art
project ta be shown outdoors in
public spaces took root. T knew 1
wanted this project to be inter-
national.” she says, “to drive
home the point that deforest-
stion s not just a Mexican con-
cirn, but an international con-
e,

She contacted artists on both
sides of the border, and the re-
sulting  installation Includes
wiorks by Helen Escobedo, Steve
Tobin, Catherine Widgery and
Beverly Pepper — no small feat
for Biegmann, who ncknowl-
edges she herself has no particu-
lar prominence as an artist,

Now T2, Biegmann showed
her work at Mexico City's Museo
de Arte Moderno In the 19705 and
caught the eye of Escobedo —
who lives in both Mexico City
and Berling and wus then dinec-
tor of museums and goléries for
the Universidad Nacional Autd-
nomes de Mexico,

The two became Mends, and
since then Siegmann has be-
come “well known in the art com-
munity” in Mexico, Escobedo
says by e-mail from Berlin.

For "El Bosgue,” Escobedo
says, "1 was éager to contribute a
tree made rom waste materials,
namely ... old metal plping, o
large unused umbrella and dis-
earded bicyele tipes.

“Ouddly.” she adds, “it ended
up looking very much like a thred
old palm toee.”

With her coniacts in Mexico,
Biegmann had litile difficulty
persuading artlsis there to sign
on for the project. Among the
other Mexleo-based artists In
the show are Yolanda Gutiérres,
Marina Lasearis, Kiyoto Ota,
Marta Palau, Pedno Friedebeng,
Ricardo HRegieroni and Jorge
Yazpik.

Bringing in artists from the
1.8, was another matter. Other
than her sister, Caroline Kaplo-
witz of Long Island, N.¥. who
contributed & trég made from
handsaws, Slegmann  didnt
know any American artists. With
the help of Escobedo, however,

she wis able to secure Pepper.”

who creatied o S-fool-tall carbon

stee] wedge-shaped tree symibol-
izing an ax.
For the rest, BSlegmann

turned to back issues of Sculp-
ture magnzine, scouring the
pages for artlsts whose work re-
lated to nature. She eircled four

narmes, and to her surprise, al
snld yves to her pitch: Bryan Nash
Gilll, Robert. Lobe, Widgery and
Tohbin,

“Anything that can heighten
Our owareness to the ongolng
tragedies of old trees belng cut
down and slash and bumn [(agri-
culture] s worthwhile,” says
Widgery, who crealed a series of
resin and steel Lripod structures
meant Lo “represent roots out of
the ground and the \ﬂﬂl:nm
agninst trees,”

“I also like the ldea orcmsmg’
pationdl boundaries sinee defars
estatlon is happening all over the
world,” adds Widgery, who splits
her time between Truro, Mass,;
and Guatamala.

The installation begun its 18
mionih tour last summer in Mexi-
oo, with stops in San Lads Potosal
Zacatecas, Daxaca and MexiBa
City. Tt moved to the Mexiogh
Cultural Institute In San Angps
nio, Texas, earlier this year aﬂ
then to St John's l:.‘nlleqe

Fe NM
seulptures will re
L.A. through May 30, then
travel Lo San Franciscos Yo
Buend CGardéns frdin June’
through July 5 before return
b Mesdeo Lo take up residenec

i private eollection.
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